
 
 

Celtic-Style Holy Communion 
12th July 2020 

 

Welcome and Introduction 

Young and Young at heart activities introduced  

Gathering Words  

In the beginning, before time, before people, 

before the world began: 

All   God was. 

Here and now among us, beside us,  

enlisting the people of earth for the purposes of heaven: 

All   God is. 

In the future, when we have turned to dust 

and all we know has found its fulfilment: 

All   God will be. 

Not denying the world, but delighting in it, 

not condemning the world, but redeeming it, 

through Jesus Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit: 

All   God was, God is, God will be. 

That the eyes of the blind be opened,  

the broken-hearted be healed, the poor hear the good news,  

the captives be brought out of darkness: 

All   Your Kingdom come, O Lord. Your will be done. 

So shall we sing a new song, O Lord: 

And praise your name for ever. 

 

Opening Hymn  

 

Prayers of Penitence 

O God of life, 



eternity cannot hold you, 

nor can our words catch the magnificence of your kindness. 

Yet in the space of our hearts and in silence 

You come close and make us whole. 

 

Holy God, Maker of all: 

Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, Son of Mary: 

Have mercy on us. 

God’s whole creation groans. 

The land produces thorns and thistles. 

Our sin affects all around us. 

(silence) 

Let us confess our sin in penitence and faith: 

All   In the community of Christ’s Church 

and in the presence of all God’s people, 

I confess to God that I have sinned 

in thought, word and deed. 

I have not loved God, cared for God’s world, 

or respected God’s people as I should.  

I own my responsibility and pray for God’s pardon. 

 

May God forgive us, 

Christ befriend us, 

and the Spirit renew and change our life. 

All  Amen 

I believe that God forgives and set us free: 

All  We believe that God forgives and sets us free; 

and so we commit ourselves to following where Christ calls 

and to loving one another. 

Amen. 



 

First Reading 

Romans 8:1-11  

Life in the Spirit 

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law 

of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3 For 

God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son 

in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so that 

the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the 

flesh but according to the Spirit.5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds 

on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on 

the things of the Spirit. 6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 

Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; 

it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8 and those who are in the flesh 

cannot please God. 
9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in 

you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit  is life because of 

righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who 

raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that 

dwells in you. 

 

This is the word of the lord 

All  Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm 

 

Hymn 

 

Gospel reading 

 

Alleluia! 
Listen to the word which God has spoken; 
listen to the One who is close at hand; 
listen to the Voice behind creation; 
listen – even if you don’t understand. 
All  Alleluia! 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Matthew. 
 All  Glory to you, O Lord 
 
Matthew 13:1-9 and 18-23 
 



The Parable of the Sower 
13 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the lake. 2 Such great crowds gathered 
around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And 
he told them many things in parables, saying: ‘Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, 
some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky 
ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of 
soil. 6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered 
away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell 
on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 Let anyone 
with ears listen!’  
 
The Parable of the Sower Explained 
18 ‘Hear then the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not 
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was 
sown on the path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy; 21 yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and 
when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls 
away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of 
the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23 But as for what was sown 
on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and 
yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.’ 
 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord, 
which is meant to change our lives. 
All  So how are our lives going to change 

now that we have heard it? 
 
Testimony interview 
 

Sung Worship  

 

Affirmation of Faith 

Let us stand and declare our faith in our Creator God. 

All   We believe in God above us, 

maker and sustainer of all life, 

of sun and moon, of water and earth, 

of male and female. 

We believe in God beside us, 

Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

born of woman, servant of the poor, 



tortured and nailed to a tree. 

A man of sorrows, he died forsaken. 

He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

He ascended into heaven, 

to be everywhere present, 

and his kingdom will come on earth. 

We believe in God within us, 

the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, 

life-giving breath of the Church, 

Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

Source of resurrection 

and of life eternal. 

Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

Offertory Hymn 

 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 

through your goodness we have this bread to set before you, 

which earth has given and human hands have made. 

It will become for us the bread of life. 

Blessed be God for ever.  

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 

through your goodness we have this wine to set before you, 

fruit of the bine and work of human hands. 

It will become for us the cup of salvation. 

Blessed be God for ever.  

 

The Story of the Last Supper 



What we do here, we do in imitation of what Christ first did. 

To his followers in every age, Jesus gave an example and 

command rooted in the experience he shared with his 

disciples in an upstairs room in Jerusalem. 

Reader 

On the night he was betrayed, as they were sitting at a meal, 

Jesus took a piece of bread and broke it. He gave it to his 

disciples saying, ‘This is my body. It is broken for you.’ 

Later, after they had eaten, he took a cup of wine and said, 

‘The cup is the new relationship with God made possible 

because of my death. Drink this, all of you, to remember me.’  

 

So now we do as Jesus did. We take this bread and this wine, 

the produce of the earth and fruit of human labour. 

In these, Jesus has promised to be present; 

through these, Christ can make us whole. 

 

Thanksgiving Prayer 

The God of Love be with you. 

All  And also with you 

Lift up your hearts. 

All  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

Great Creator Spirit, from whom all life comes forth, 

here we gather again with bread and with wine, 

seeking your presence, longing once more to be nourished. 

 

All  We hunger for wholeness in our lives, 

 for unity on earth and for peace among the nations. 



 And we know that only in your love 

 can such peace and unity be found. 

 

 And so with all that we are 

 and all that we can give, 

 we join with all creation 

 as we proclaim your praises: 

 

 Holy, holy, holy, Lord, 

 God of power and might, 

 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

  

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 So as we do in this place what you did in an upstairs room, 

 send down your Holy Spirit on us 

 and on these gifts of bread and wine, 

 that they may become for us your body, 

 healing, forgiving and making us whole; 

 and that we may become, for you, your body, 

 loving and caring in the world until your kingdom comes, 

 on earth as in heaven. 

 Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

So, in the presence of the Bread of Life 

who refused food for himself in order to nourish others, 

we deepen our devotion by praying his words: 



All   Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

Invitation 

He whom the universe could not contain 

is present to us in this bread. 

He who redeemed us and called us by name 

now meets us in this cup. 

So take this bread and this wine. 

In them God comes to us so that we may come to God.  

 

Prayer after communion  

Lord Jesus, in you earth and heaven meet. 

In and through you the Father’s will was done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

All    As we seek to abide in you, 

grant that, through the power of your Holy Spirit, 

earth and heaven may meet in us, too, 

that in and through us the Father’s will be done, 



on earth as in heaven. 

Amen. 

The Peace  

Not an easy peace, 

not an insignificant peace, 

not a half-hearted peace, 

but the peace of the Lord Jesus Christ is with us now. 

All    Let us share it with each other. 

(greet each other using sign language) 

 

Notices  

 

Hymn  

 

Blessing 

From where we are 

to where you need us: 

All   Jesus, now lead on.  

From the security of what we know 

to the adventure of what you will reveal: 

All   Jesus, now lead on.  

To refashion the fabric of this world 

until it resembles the shape of your Kingdom: 

All   Jesus, now lead on.  

And the blessing of the Triune God, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among us and remain with us always. 

All   Amen.  

 

CCLI Number: 304358 
 


